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SUBJ: BANGLADESH: OIL DRILLING IN BAY OE BENGAL 

1 . SUMMARY. THE DRILLING OF THE FIRST OFF-SHORE OIL WELL IN A 
BANGLADESH CONTRACT AREA IN THE BAY OE BENGAL BEGAN OCTOBER 15. 

BY EEBRUARY, 1976, DRILLING OF FOUR SUCH EXPLORATION WELLS WILT. 

BE UNDER WAY. WE WILL KNOW BY MID-APRIL WHETHER ANY OF THESE FIRST 
FOUR WELL STRUCK OIL. END SUMMARY. 

2. BENGAL OIL DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, A SUBSIDIARY OF JAPAN PETROLEUM 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, BEGAN DRILLING ITS FIRST EXPLORATION WELLL 
AT MIDNIGHT OCTOBER 15 AT A POINT 100 MILES SOUTH OF CHITTAGONG PORT 
AND 25 MILES WEST OE THE BORDEL COAST, ACCORDING TO AN OCTOBER 18 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY PETROBANGLA, THE BDG AGENCY CONCERNED. THE WELL IS 
TO BE DRILLED TO A DEPTH OE 4500 METERS IN ABOUT 130 DAYS. 

3. THE YUGOSLAV CONTRACTOR, INA NAPHTAPLIN, IS TO BEGIN DRILLING 
ITS FIRST WELL IN NOVEMBER. 

4. TWO US EIRMS, ATLANTIC RICHFIELD OIL CO., AND UNION OIL WILL 
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DRILL THEIR FIRST WELLS IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1976, RESPECTIVELY. 
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THESE WELLS ARE TO BE FULLY DRILLED MY MID OR LATE APRIL. 

5. THE REMAINING TWO CONTRACTING OIL FIRMS, ASHLAND AND CANADIAN 
SUPERIOR, WILL DRILL THEIR FIRST WELLS IN THE FALLAVINTER OF 1976. 

6. ALL SIX FIRMS CONDUCTED SEISMIC SURVEY WORK LAST WINTER AND 

SPRING FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THEIR PRODUCTION SHARING CONTRACTS 
WITH THE BDG IN SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER , 1974. THE CONTRACTS REQUIRE 
EACH COMPANY TO BEGIN DRILLING AT LEAST ONE WELL IN THE FIRST TWO 
YEARS. BECAUSE THE MONSOON AND CYCLONE SEASONS PREVENT DRILLING 
IN THE BAY OF BENGAL FROM MAY TO OCTOBER ANNUALLY, WELLS MUST BE 
DRILLED DURING THE LATE FALL, WINTER AND SPRING YEACH YEAR. 

7. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE SEISMIC SURVEY HAVE TURNED UP AT LEAST 
SOME-BEZRING STRUCTURES IN EACH CONTRACT AREA. IN ANY CASE, 

EACH COMPANY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS CONCTRACT, PLANS TO DRILL AT 
LEAST ONE WELL. THE RESULTS OF THESE FIRST FOUR WELLS WILL BE 
KNOWN BY LATE APRIL, 1976. 
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